
ANNUAL REPORT – COREL PROGRAMME April 2013 – March 2014 

Introduction 

The COREL programme was launched by the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) in July 2010, 
following the completion of the South African Butterfly Conservation Assessment (SABCA) project 
(Mecenero et al. 2013). The COREL programme in essence involved the appointment of custodians to 
monitor and arrange research into the 14 Critically Endangered (CE) taxa (species and subspecies) 
identified during SABCA. The single known CE moth species (Callioratis millari) was added to this list to 
make a total of 15 CE taxa as the initial focus of COREL. 

It was always intended that the less endangered taxa – Endangered (EN) and Vulnerable (VU) – would 
be added to the list as personnel and funds became available. During this year it was decided to add 
several more taxa to the programme, in the IUCN categories Extinct (EX) and Data Deficient (DD), and to 
appoint custodians for these. The rationale behind this change was that focused searches may yet 
locate the EX taxa; and that some of the DD taxa may be found to be in the CE category when more data 
becomes available. 

Funding the COREL programme 

It was realised from the outset that considerable funding and institutional support would be needed to 
carry out the COREL programme. Fortunately a vehicle already existed with similar objectives to COREL 
– the Brenton Blue Trust (BBT), which had all the necessary ingredients to succeed: 

1) Support of government institutions and conservation NGOs 
2) The achievement of the primary goal of the BBT – namely to prevent extinction of  the Brenton 

Blue butterfly 
3) A Trust Deed whose objectives included conservation of “invertebrates” 
4) Accumulated funds which were not immediately being put to use 
5) An excellent track record (18 years) and public profile which makes the BBT a very suitable 

vehicle for attracting corporate and individual donations 

The BBT trustees therefore adopted the COREL programme, which has become the primary funding 
agency for Lepidoptera conservation. The Trust Deed of the BBT has been modified to reflect this shift in 
strategy. 

Implementing the COREL programme 

It was decided by the trustees of the BBT, in conjunction with the Council of LepSoc, that the leader of 
the COREL programme would be Dave Edge, who had been involved with the Brenton Blue campaign 
from its beginnings in 1993. Edge had also conducted the ground breaking research on the ecology of 
the Brenton Blue, which has been highly instrumental in so far saving the species from extinction. All of 
this experience, as well as his involvement with several other CE taxa has given him unique credentials 
to lead the COREL programme. His location at Knysna in the Western Cape (WC) province is also ideal, 
since 10 of the CE taxa (including two in Knysna) are WC endemics. 

Summary of COREL achievements during 2013–2014 

1) New localities found for Alaena margaritacea, Anthene crawshayi juanitae, Chrysoritis rileyi, 
Erikssonia edgei, Kedestes barberae bunta and Thestor brachycerus. 
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2) Progress with research on Callioratis millari, Chrysoritis dicksoni, Erikssonia edgei, Kedestes 
barberae bunta and Thestor brachycerus. 

3) Establishment of a project committee for Thestor brachycerus. 
4) Continuing favourable publicity from the discovery of new localities for CE species. 
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BRENTON BLUE TRUST COREL PROGRAMME 

SUMMARY BY TAXON OF STATUS, EXPENDITURES FOR 2012/2013 AND BUDGETS FOR 2013/2014

TAXON PRIMARY 
CUSTODIAN STATUS 

LOCALITIES 
2012/
2013 2013/2014 2014/ 

2015 

Actual Budget Actual 
Budget 

(* funded by 
custodian) No. Strength 

Alaena margaritacea Andre Coetzer CE 2 Reasonable 5 504 6 000 3 766 7 500 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae Alan Gardiner CE 2 Reasonable  7 000  2 000 
Callioratis millari Hermann Staude CE 1 Reasonable 4 931 36 000 3 207 21 000 
Chrysoritis dicksoni Dave Edge CE 2 Good 3 233 13 000 7 120 15 000 
Chrysoritis rileyi Harald Selb CE 3-4 Good 1 940 3 000  3 000 
Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi Harald Selb CE (1) None  6 000  3 500 
Dingana fraterna Graham Henning CE (1) None  3 000  3 000 
Erikssonia edgei Reinier Terblanche CE 2 Reasonable 1 198 38 000  16 000 
Kedestes barberae bunta Andrew Morton CE 2 Reasonable  3 500  1 000 
Orachrysops niobe Dave Edge CE 1 Good 3 500 5 000 1 736 10 000 
Stygionympha dicksoni Jonathan Ball CE (1) None  3 500  * 
Thestor brachycerus Liz Bazin CE 3 Reasonable  4 000 3 383 5 000 
Trimenia m. malagrida John White CE (1) None  4 000  3 000 
Trimenia m. paarlensis Andrew Morton CE (1) None  3 000 2 808 2 500 
Trimenia w. wallengrenii Jonathan Ball CE (1) None  5 000  * 
Deloneura immaculata Mark Williams EX 0 None     
Lepidochrysops hypopolia Not appointed EX 0 None     
Lepidochrysops m. dicksoni Not appointed EX 0 None     
Aloeides pallida littoralis Alan Heath DD (1) None   8 996 6 000 
Chrysoritis thysbe mithras Alan Heath DD (1) None     
Crudaria wykehami Alan Heath DD ?      
Lepidochrysops penningtoni Andrew Morton DD 1     5 000 
Pseudonympha swanepoeli Not appointed DD 1      
Thestor barbatus Dave Edge DD 1     1 500 
Thestor dicksoni warreni Andrew Morton DD 1      

TOTALS     20 305 140 000 31 016 105 000 
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CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Alaena margaritacea (Wolkberg Zulu) 

Custodians: André Coetzer & Dave McDermott  

Flight period: December and January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• An attempt was made to find larvae at the new (Boshoff) locality on 25/10/2013. The rocks there are rough 
and because we do not know where the centre or peak abundance of the locality is, we failed to find any.  
The texture of the rocks there make searching for the rupicolous larvae extremely difficult. 

• During a 3 hour search at the type locality on 26/10/2013, two larvae were found on smooth vertical faces of 
rocks.  The larvae were reared in Johannesburg, but I was unsuccessful at rearing them to adulthood.  They 
did show some interesting behaviour, where they didn’t eat for weeks on end.  I do not know whether this 
was because the rocks I provided didn’t have the correct or enough lichen on, but even without apparently 
eating they lasted until mid-January when they eventually died.  Similar behaviour was seen in a Durbania 
limbata larva from Harrismith, where it remained a final instar larva without eating for 2 months before 
eventually pupating and emerging.  This survival technique could have important implications for the habitat 
management, especially when the impact of drought, fire and variations in the season is considered. 

• Several specimens observed at the Boshoff locality on 25/12/2013 by D. Ley. 
• Specimens observed at the type locality on 26/12/2013 by A. Coetzer and D. Ley, despite bad weather. 
• A female collected at the type locality oviposited in captivity, but the larvae died as first instar larvae.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Male Wolkberg Zulu (André Coetzer) Second instar larva (André Coetzer) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Find more larvae in October/November. 
• More focus will be placed on trying to identify the lichens, and somehow find a way to measure the 

abundance on the rocks.  This will allow us to know not only whether the larvae have enough food when 
reared through in captivity, but could also potentially help to find new localities and to measure the 
environments’ health. 

• Verify the health of both known colonies in December. 
• Explore the ridge south of the Boshoff locality in an attempt to establish a more accurate AOO for that 

locality. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   4 500 
 Accommodation  2 500 
 Lichen identification    500  
 

TOTAL   7 500 
 

André Coetzer
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Anthene crawshayi juanitae (Juanita’s Hairtail) 

Custodians: Reinier Terblanche & Alan Gardiner 

Flight period: unknown 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• André Coetzer and Alan Gardiner published the life history of A. c. juanitae from Lekgalameetse 
(Metamorphosis 24: 35–37). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Male (underside) at Manoutsa Park (Reinier Terblanche)  Female (underside) Lekgalameetse (André Coetzer) 

 

 

 

 

 

   Larva with attendant Crematogaster ant (André Coetzer)  Pupa with excellent camouflage (André Coetzer) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Involve people living in vicinity – Gardiner, Sharp, Otto. 
• More exploration to find additional colonies  
• Monitor the strength and extent of the two known localities 
• Determine a more accurate flight period 
• Continue research into its life history and ecology 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   2 000 
   

TOTAL   2 000 
 

 

Alan Gardiner 
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Callioratis millari (Millar’s Tiger Moth) 

Custodian: Hermann Staude 

Flight period: April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• A fire initiated in error by the reserve staff burnt part of the core habitat of C. millari at Entumeni Nature 
Reserve (ENR) in April 2013. 

• Regular visits were made to ENR by Wayne Forrester to monitor populations of C. millari and its more 
common relative Zerenopsis lepida. The latter’s larvae are also cycad feeders, and they have in fact even 
been found feeding on the same leaf of the same host plant as larvae of C. millari! 

• Adults of C. millari were less abundant in autumn 2014 compared to 2012 and 2013, probably because of 
the fire. 

• However in April 2014 a number of adults, ova and larvae were found in the burnt area. 
• Wayne’s research is progressing well and many observations of adults and larvae have been made and 

GPS recorded. He is also recording and identifying all plants which are used for nectar and perching sites. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. millari newly emerged female (Hermann Staude)  C. millari egg batch and first instar larva (Wayne Forrester] 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Observe the behaviour of C. millari larvae in the field. 
• Conduct vegetation surveys at occupied and unoccupied sites and identify all plants sampled. 
• Continue to search for more localities. 
• Investigate newly identified likely looking grassland patches at Ngoye Forest. 

 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   15 000 
 Accommodation    3 600 
 Materials    2 400 
 
 TOTAL   21 000 

 

 

Hermann Staude
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Chrysoritis dicksoni (Dickson’s Strandveld Opal) 

Custodians: Dave Edge & Reinier Terblanche 

Flight period: August & September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continued monitoring for adults – numbers much reduced at the Westfield site. 
• Vegetation surveys and ant sampling at habitat complete; resampled some plants for better identification 

by herbarium. 
• Nearly all plant samples from vegetation surveys have now been identified by Compton Herbarium. 
• Made progress with a scientific publication on the vegetation studies. 
• Searches for larvae and pupae were unsuccessful – inhibited by reluctance to disturb ants’ nests. 
• Approached pilots of crop spraying planes but they were unable to provide details of material being 

sprayed, although they agreed to keep well away from the area occupied by the butterflies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    Chrysoritis dicksoni female (Reinier Terblanche) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Ant and homopteran samples to be sent for identification to Afribugs and Stellenbosch University (R. 
Terblanche). 

• Continue monitoring adult populations at Witsand sites (D. Edge). 
• Hold project committee meeting (in August) with Cape Nature, landowners and Stellenbosch University 

to review project progress and improve conservation efforts. Control of alien plants at Westfield and crop 
spraying in the area will be high on the agenda.  

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel     4 600 
 Accommodation    2 400 

Soils analysis    4 000 
 Ant identification    4 000 

 
TOTAL   15 000 
 
 
 

Dave Edge
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Chrysoritis rileyi (Riley’s Opal) 

Custodian: Harald Selb 

Flight period: September – April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• The (new) Quaggaskloof locality was visited regularly - population is strong, even as late as 24 April. 
• Correctional Services (CS) have given permission for monitoring. 
• Anyone wanting to visit the site must liaise with Harald so he can get permission from CS. 
• A report with records of any observations made will be a condition of this permission. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysoritis rileyi female upperside (Steve Woodhall)  Chrysoritis rileyi female underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue monitoring the Quaggaskloof locality and the population on the west side of the Brandvlei dam. 
• Investigate possible new locality on west side with pictures and GPS posted in the Virtual Museum. 
• Revisit to the type locality at the southern end of the Brandvlei dam to see if there has been any change. 
• Recalculate the extent of occurrence (EOO) and area of occupancy (AOO). 
• Correctional Services to be asked to do alien clearing at the Quaggaskloof site. 
• Identify a university student capable of doing life history and ecological research, possibly from 

Stellenbosch University. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel    3 000 
  
 TOTAL    3 000 

 

Harald Selb 

  

8 
 



 

Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi (Schlosz’s Opal) 

Custodian: Harald Selb 

Flight period: October & March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Group of people visited the site on 9 March 2014 but no butterflies seen.  
• Harald Selb and Len McLeod went to locality on 7 April 14 with but none seen. 
• Possible reasons are too much damage caused by human activity on the 2 main peaks of the Swartberg or 

the wrong time of year. 
• Potential new locality on the Piketberg from British Museum specimen and one taken by Len McLeod (in 

November) – could answer to this subspecies. 
• Piketberg locality checked out in April, looks good but very small area, none seen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi male upperside (Steve Woodhall) Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi male underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Investigate Piketberg site this year during September to November. 
• Keep checking out type locality en route to Piketberg. 
• Identify other possible sites using Google Earth. 
• Gain the cooperation of the farmer (landowner) and possible assistance with searching. 
• Establish a local project committee with the support of the Swartland Municipality. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel    2 000 
 Brochure production  1 500 
   
 TOTAL    3 500 

 

Harald Selb 
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Dingana fraterna (Stoffberg Widow) 

Custodian: Graham Henning 

Flight period: early October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• The type locality was again visited every Saturday during October, the recorded flight period, with no 
sightings of the butterfly.  

• Cooperation of the landowner at Stoffberg still good. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dingana fraterna female upperside (John Joannou)   Dingana fraterna female underside (John Joannou) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue to search for butterfly at the type locality. 
• Use Google Earth to identify and visit other suitable sites to search for the butterfly. 

   
 

 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel    3 000 
  
 TOTAL    3 000 

 

Graham Henning 
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Erikssonia edgei (Waterberg Copper) 

Custodians: Reinier Terblanche & Jeremy Dobson 

Flight period: November - April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• It has been confirmed that the butterfly uses both the original host plant from Tsodilo (Gnidia kraussiana) 
and the new one (Gnidia microcephala) at the Bateleur Nature Reserve (BNR). Oviposition and nocturnal 
larval feeding on both plants have been observed. 

• Research team includes Reinier Terblanche (synecology, vegetation and ants), Alan Gardiner (autoecology 
and expert on Erikssonia genus), Owen Garvie (geology and soils) and Wouter Schreuders (local 
conditions). 

• Preliminary vegetation studies are showing that certain grass species are more frequent at the chosen 
habitats. 

• The butterfly has now been recorded as late as 22 April (in small numbers), a huge extension of its flight 
period to six months. 

• A further increase in the habitat area of the butterfly has proven that there is connection between the 
two habitats. 

 

                  
 

E. edgei male 22 April 2014 (RFT)   Host plant Gnidia kraussiana (J Dobson)  

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Completion of habitat data survey (abiotic) during the winter to complement vegetation survey (RFT). 
• Well-targeted and selective soil sample survey (soil scientist is on board) (RFT to organise). 
• Gyrocopter remote sensing (Company is on board to do this expensive exercise which could run into tens 

to hundreds of thousands of Rand, for free) (RFT to organise) 
• Continue regular visits to monitor Erikssonia edgei (RFT). 
• A detailed and adaptive ecological management plan (RFT). 
• Scientific publications reporting the results of the research (RFT). 
• Burning of a fire break adjacent to the habitat (BNR). 
• Removal of large Eucalyptus trees near the habitat (BNR). 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   10 000 
 Soils analysis    6 000  
 TOTAL   16 000 

 

Reinier Terblanche 
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Kedestes barberae bunta (Barber’s False Bay Ranger) 

Custodian: Andrew Morton 

Flight period: early September – mid October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• The site manager of the Pelican Park section of the False Bay Nature Reserve (FBNR), Mogamed 
Samsodien, has taken a great interest in the butterfly and this has resulted in the discovery of two new 
populations. Pelican Park is relatively pristine and well managed. 

• The original two populations at Strandfontein have been monitored and are still viable. 
• Cape Town Metro is erecting a fence along Strandfontein Road to prevent people from dumping in the 

area and causing fires. This will go a long way towards protecting K. b. bunta’s habitat. 
• FBNR field ranger Ismat Adams has been tasked with ongoing quantitative monitoring of the four 

populations as advised by Andrew. 
• A project management committee is functional with participation from FBNR, LepSoc and Cape Town 

Metro. 
• Control of alien trees at the Strandfontein sites is ongoing, and the damage caused by the road widening 

was kept to a minimum. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Search for more populations and continue with monitoring 
• Continue with the removal and control of alien trees (FBNR). 
• Identify a suitable student to carry out life history and ecological research, either from Cape Town or 

Stellenbosch Universities. 
 

 
 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   1 000 
  
 TOTAL   1 000 
 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Orachrysops niobe (Brenton Blue) 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: November & February/ March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Population monitoring continued during flight periods and after a dip in numbers during November 2013 
the population recovered closer to normal levels during February/ March 2014. 

• Reserve maintenance conducted by regular path clearing, but there was a noticeable increase in the 
growth of candlewoods, increasing shade along the paths and inhibiting host plant growth. 

• A substantial and spreading population of the host plant is now established in Uitzicht 216/81. 
• A strong population of the host plant has been found in the public open space of the Southern Right 

property at the eastern end of Steenbras Street, and with the enthusiastic cooperation of the residents it 
may be possible to establish a Brenton Blue population there. We need to establish whether the host ants 
are present before attempting this. 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue monitoring of the adult butterfly population and maintenance of the reserve. 
• Expand the network of paths in the Uitzicht 216/81 property. 
• Remove some branches from selected candlewood trees in the reserve to increase the light under the 

trees and encourage more growth of the host plant.  
• Continue attempts to propagate and establish new populations of Indigofera erecta, both in the reserve 

and on the Uitzicht 216/81 property. 
• Conduct pitfall trapping to establish whether the host ants are present where the host plants are on 

Uitzicht 216/81 and at the Southern Right property. 
 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Reserve maintenance 10 000 
  
 TOTAL   10 000 

 

Dave Edge 
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Stygionympha dicksoni (Dickson’s Brown) 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball 

Flight period: early September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Visited all the sites where the butterfly was last sighted, on the Tygerberg Hills and at the Kapokberg SW 
of Darling. 

• Although the habitat looked good at both sites, and there were numerous other satyrines, S. dicksoni was 
not found. 

• Visits on over 20 occasions to other potential sites in the south-western Cape did not turn up the insect. 
• It is now more than ten years since this butterfly was recorded by any lepidopterist. 

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

 
• Focus will be on small pockets of Swartland Granite Renosterveld and Hopefield Sand Fynbos between 

the Tygerberg and Darling. 
• Will be on the lookout for the insect on all collecting other trips during the known flight period. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 
 

Jonathan Ball 
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Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Knysna Skolly) 

Custodians: Liz Bazin & Dave Edge 

Flight period: December & January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Project committee established with participation from Pezula Home Owners Association, Pezula Private 
Estate, Knysna Municipality, SANParks and LepSoc, and three meetings were held. 

• Vegetation sampling was conducted at the new coastal site near Coney Glen, and vegetation analysis was 
carried out to diagnose whether there was any factors common to all inhabited sites. 

• Vegetation and abiotic factors for the coastal site shown to be completely different to the Pezula site. 
• The ant sampling results were analysed and the host ant of the butterfly was inferred to be Anoplolepis 

custodiens. 
• Paths were opened up at the Pezula site and a block area of 20x20m cleared. 
• An article was published in the local newspaper Knysna-Plett Herald. 
• Dave Edge and Liz Bazin co-authored a scientific paper on T. brachycerus which was presented at an 

international butterfly conservation symposium. A copy will be distributed to the trustees when 
publication is accepted. 

• The Fernwood development adjacent to Pezula, where the butterfly used to occur, was searched without 
success. 

• An application was made to the owners of the Woodbourne Farm, where a large population of T. 
brachycerus used to occur, but permission to enter the property was denied 

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue regular management meetings with the owners of Pezula and others. 
• Continue monitoring of adult populations at both localities. 
• Investigate nests of A. custodiens at one of the inhabited sites (probably one of the coastal ones) to try to 

locate larvae or pupae of T. brachycerus. 
• Further publicise the plight of the butterfly through local and national press. 
• Enlist the aid of the public to find more colonies. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Publicity (brochures) 2 000 

Travel   3 000  
  
 TOTAL   5 000 

 

Liz Bazin & Dave Edge
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Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Scarce Table Mountain Copper) 

Custodians: John White & André Claassens 

Flight period: January - April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• No progress has been made this year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Trimenia malagrida maryae male (Steve Woodhall)          Trimenia malagrida malagrida male underside (André Claassens) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• More searches will be conducted on the Lion’s Head and along the slopes of the Twelve Apostles above 
Llandudno (all SANParks property). 

• Establish a Project Committee for this butterfly with participation of Cape Town Metro and SANParks.  
• Publicise the plight of this butterfly through a brochure or in the press and possibly offer a reward for its 

rediscovery – SANParks staff patrol all their hiking trails and many hikers walk along the flanks of Table 
Mountain and if they know what it looks like someone may find it. 
 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   1 000  
 Brochure production 2 000  
 
 TOTAL   3 000 

 

 

John White & André Claassens 
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Trimenia malagrida paarlensis (Paarl Mountain Copper) 

Custodians: Andrew Morton & Harald Selb 

Flight period: December – March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Andrew, Dave Edge, Fanie Rautenbach and Len McLeod visited the Perdeberg site on 12th February 2014 
• Road is in bad condition and branches obscure your vision and scratch your vehicle on the way up. We 

travelled in two bakkies and at one point one of them got stuck. 
• The 2 know localities are in an area that burned 3 years ago and although the veld looks in good condition 

we are not sure what effect the fire had on the butterfly. 
• No individuals were seen despite Dave and Fanie taking a walk to the furthest colony. 
• A ‘good looking’ road goes past an area on the eastern side of the Perdeberg that is worth exploring, and 

it can probably be accessed from the north by a better road. 
• The mountain was very overgrown prior to the burn, with many alien trees in the general area. 
• The last sighting of T. m. paarlensis was by Andrew Morton and Harald Selb 5 years ago in mid-March. 
• The locality has been visited every year since without any more sightings. It is possible that some years 

the butterfly comes out earlier (January) or later (March) so at least three visits per year are necessary. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trimenia malagrida paarlensis female underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Make several visits to the Perdeberg during the known flight period and endeavour to locate the 
butterfly. 

• Hold discussions with the Perdeberg Conservancy; obtain a mailing list and inform all their members 
about the butterfly so they can assist with locating and monitoring the butterfly. 

• If the butterfly is found commence observations on behaviour and determine area of occupancy and 
estimate the population. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
        (R) 
 Travel (4 site visits)  2 500  
  
 TOTAL    2 500 

 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Trimenia wallengrenii wallengrenii 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball 

Flight period: September - November 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2013/2014) 

• Searches were conducted at the Kapokberg and the Contreberg near Darling in mid-September 2013, 
without success. 

• Another search, where the butterfly was recorded some 25 years ago, on the granitic hills north of 
Mamre, was also unsuccessful (October 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Trimenia wallengrenii gonnemoi  female upperside  (Steve Woodhall)  Trimenia w. gonnemoi  male underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue searching in the Mamre - Darling area 
• Enlist the support of the farmers (landowners) at the previous known haunts of the butterfly. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures. 

 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 
 

Jonathan Ball 
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DATA DEFICIENT SPECIES 

TAXA    CUSTODIAN ISSUES     BUDGET 

Aloeides pallida littoralis   Dave Edge Taxonomy, DNA samples   R 6 000 

Chrysoritis thysbe mithras   Dave Edge Taxonomy, DNA samples    

Crudaria wykehami   Alan Heath Taxonomy, DNA samples 

Lepidochrysops penningtoni  Andrew Morton Taxonomy (DNA), distribution  R5 000 

Thestor barbatus    Dave Edge Distribution    R1 500 

Thestor dicksoni warreni  Andrew Morton Distribution  
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