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ANNUAL REPORT – COREL PROGRAMME April 2014 – March 2015 

Introduction 

The COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera) programme, launched by the 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) in July 2010, has been adopted by the BBT as one of its projects 
and consequently the BBT has become the primary funding agency for Lepidoptera conservation. Dr D A 
Edge has been appointed by the BBT and LepSoc as the leader of the COREL programme, and custodians 
have now been appointed for 15 Critically Endangered (CE) taxa (species and subspecies); 3 Extinct (EX) 
taxa and 7 Data Deficient (DD) taxa, making 25 in all. This report summarises the activities carried out for 
each COREL taxon during the current financial year. 

Summary of COREL achievements this year 

1) Agreement in principle reached between CapeNature and Stellenbosch University to declare the 
Westfield habitat of Chrysoritis dicksoni (CE) a contract nature reserve. 

2) New locality found for Dingana fraterna (CE), which had been feared to be extinct, and initiation 
of a research programme. 

3) Student enrolled at the University of Cape Town to do an MSc on the life history and ecology of 
Kedestes barberae bunta (CE). 

4) Knysna Municipality has agreed in principal to transfer two pieces of land to CapeNature to 
expand the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve from 1.5ha to 15ha. 

5) The first phase of the research on Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (CE) completed and MSc 
awarded to the researcher. Article on this research was published in the (international) Journal 
of Insect Conservation.
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BRENTON BLUE TRUST COREL PROGRAMME 

SUMMARY BY TAXON OF STATUS, EXPENDITURES SINCE INCEPTION, AND BUDGETS FOR 2015/2016

TAXON PRIMARY 
CUSTODIAN STATUS 

LOCALITIES 
2012/
2013 

2013/
2014 2014/ 2015 2015/ 

2016 

Actual Actual Budget Actual 

Budget 
(* funded 

by 
custodian) 

No. Strength 

Alaena margaritacea Andre Coetzer CE 2 Reasonable 5 504 3 766 7 500 6 305 6 000 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae Alan Gardiner CE 2 Reasonable   2 000  4 000 
Callioratis millari Hermann Staude CE 1 Reasonable 4 931 3 207 21 000 3 405 35 000 
Chrysoritis dicksoni Dave Edge CE 2 Reasonable 3 233 7 120 15 000 4 858 17 000 
Chrysoritis rileyi Harald Selb CE 3-4 Good 1 940  3 000  3 500 
Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi Harald Selb CE (1) None   3 500  7 000 
Dingana fraterna Graham Henning CE 1 Good   3 000  3 000 
Erikssonia edgei Reinier Terblanche CE 2 Reasonable 1 198  16 000  16 000 
Kedestes barberae bunta Andrew Morton CE 2 Reasonable   1 000  14 000 
Orachrysops niobe Dave Edge CE 1 Good 3 500 1 736 10 000 12 059 18 000 
Stygionympha dicksoni Jonathan Ball CE (1) None   *  * 
Thestor brachycerus Liz Bazin CE 3 Reasonable  3 383 5 000 895 4 000 
Trimenia m. malagrida John White CE (1) None   3 000  3 000 
Trimenia m. paarlensis Andrew Morton CE (1) None  2 808 2 500 3 355 3 500 
Trimenia w. wallengrenii Jonathan Ball CE (1) None   *  * 
Aloeides thyra orientis Dave Edge EN 3 Reasonable     1 000 
Deloneura immaculata Mark Williams EX 0 None     * 
Lepidochrysops hypopolia Kevin Cockburn EX 0 None     2 000 
Lepidochrysops m. dicksoni Jonathan Ball EX 0 None     * 
Aloeides pallida littoralis Dave Edge DD (1) None  8 996 6 000 8 867 8 000 
Chrysoritis thysbe mithras Alan Heath DD (1) None      
Crudaria wykehami Alan Heath DD 1 Good      
Lepidochrysops penningtoni Andrew Morton DD 1 ?   5 000  3 000 
Pseudonympha swanepoeli Ernest Pringle DD 1 ?      
Thestor barbatus Dave Edge DD 1 Weak   1 500 425 1 500 
Thestor dicksoni warreni Andrew Morton DD 1 ?     2 000 

TOTALS     20 305 31 016 105 000 40 169 151 000 
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CRITICALLY ENDANGERED TAXA 

Alaena margaritacea (Wolkberg Zulu) 

Custodian: André Coetzer    Flight period: December and January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

Both the type locality and the new Boshoff locality were visited in early November 2014. Both localities looked very 
dry at the time. Larvae were collected and successfully reared through on lichen covered rocks. 

Type locality 

• The type locality was burned this year, but the rocks on the western side where the majority of the 
specimens and larvae have been found were not affected. No larvae were found on the rocks in the burnt 
area. 

• 11 larvae were found in about 1.5 hours of searching.  9 were collected and 7 successfully reared through. 
• Sylvie helped to look for the adults in December.  None were seen when my first pupae emerged (around 

the 7th December).  Only on the 15th December did she find a few specimens at the type locality. 

Boshoff locality 

• The plantations on the western side were harvested, leaving a large open area. 
• No larvae were found, but this is not surprising since the stronghold of the colony is not yet known. 
• A gecko that is currently listed as vulnerable was also found at this locality, which could in future support 

our conservation efforts. 
• No adult A. maragaritacea were observed this year, and the trip that was planned in mid-December was 

rained out. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Male Wolkberg Zulu (André Coetzer) Second instar larva (André Coetzer) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Publish an article on the life history of A. maragaritacea.. 
• Continue to try identifying the lichens, and somehow find a way to measure the abundance on the 

rocks.  This will allow us to know not only whether the larvae have enough food when reared through in 
captivity, but could also potentially help to find new localities and to measure the environment’s health. 

• Monitor the health of both known colonies in December. 
• Explore the ridge south of the Boshoff locality in an attempt to establish a more accurate AOO for that 

locality. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR (R) 
 
 Travel   3 000 
 Accommodation  1 500 
 Lichen identification 1 500  
 

TOTAL   6 000 
André Coetzer  
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Anthene crawshayi juanitae (Juanita’s Hairtail) 

Custodian: Alan Gardiner      Flight period: unknown 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

A trip from 13-14th February 2015 was undertaken to try and locate new colonies of Anthene crawshayi between 
Lekgalameetse in Limpopo Province and Bindura in Zimbabwe. On this trip a number of rivers were targeted 
between Letsitele in Limpopo and Bubi River in southern Zimbabwe. Rivers edged by Acacia polycantha were 
selected. Very few butterflies in general were seen at the first two rivers, the first near Letsitele on a tributary of the 
Letaba 230 51.939’S; 30023.127’E 505m and the second 2km S of Nkamtako 230 45.630’S; 30028.513’E 470m, so the 
lack of A. crawshayi may not have been due to the lack of the species there but also possibly to the poor season. 
Both these rivers had good stands of A. polycantha. A matter of concern was the high levels of Chromolaena 
odorata and were truly invasive in both river systems. The third river investigated in South Africa was the Levubu, 
near Mutoti 22058.341’S; 30036.195’E and again although no A. crawshayi were observed, and the river is also 
invaded by C. odorata, it is worthy of further investigation and very likely to have A. crawshayi. 
 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Monitor the strength and extent of the two known localities 
• Determine a more accurate flight period 
• Continuing exploration to find more populations 
• Obtain specimens of the Zimbabwe (nominate) subspecies for comparison and DNA extraction 
• Continue research into its life history and ecology 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 
 Travel   4 000 
   

TOTAL   4 000 
 

 

Alan Gardiner 
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Callioratis millari (Millar’s Tiger Moth) 

Custodian: Hermann Staude      Flight period: April - May 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Wayne Forrester visited Entumeni four times to monitor populations of C. millari, observing adults and 
recording and identifying all plants which are used for nectar and perching sites. 

• Sharon Louw did her thirteenth annual monitoring count of larvae at five sites in the middle of May 2014. 
 

  
Entumeni Nature Reserve C. millari egg count team – 2014 (SL) Parasitoid attack on Zerenopsis lepida larvae (SL) 
 

• Sharon investigated several predicted C. millari sites modelled by Adrian Armstrong in the Masundwini area 
(south west of Entumeni Nature Reserve) under iNkosi Ntuli’s control.  Unfortunately no Stangeria eriopus 
cycads were observed and the remaining grasslands are overgrazed, with many areas now established 
under commercial sugar cane.    

• Sharon monitored the Stangeria eriopus colony (189 cycads) at Dreadnaught Peak farm (south of Entumeni 
Nature Reserve) in May, the cycads were checked for the presence of C. millari eggs and larvae.  Signs of 
C. millari feeding was observed on only three cycads, no eggs were observed. 

• Sharon visited the Dreadnaught Peak cliff site where Hermann Staude previously observed a single 
C. millari.  A total of 9 S. eriopus cycads were located and checked for eggs, feeding signs and larvae, the 
cycads showed on evidence of C. millari being present. 

• A third project committee meeting was held on 27th March 2015 at Entumeni with LepSoc (Hermann 
Staude, Reinier Terblanche and Dave Edge) and KZN Wildlife (Adrian Armstrong and Sharon Louw) present. 

• A research team structure was agreed upon for this adult emergence and egg laying season, with 
responsibilities as follows: 
Adrian Armstrong Habitat modelling and prediction of potential sites 
Sharon Louw  Egg and larval population monitoring 
Reinier Terblanche Vegetation structure and analysis 
Hermann Staude  Field observations of later instar larval behaviour 
Wayne Forrester  Field observations of adult male and female behaviour 
Dave Edge  Team coordination and data custodian 

• At a site visit following the meeting, Stangeria plants were investigated and many larval colonies of the 
related and much commoner Cycad moth Zerenopsis lepida were found. One colony was observed being 
attacked by, and defending itself from, two ichneumoid wasps. 

• A single C. millari male was observed exhibiting some interesting (and possibly very significant) territorial 
and perching behaviour. Its favourite perch sites were on flower heads of Cymbopogon validus, a tall robust 
grass species. This confirmed similar observations made by Wayne Forrester. 

• Ngoye Forest was visited to investigate some promising areas but poor weather and earliness in the 
emergence season made the results inconclusive. 

• A DropBox folder was set up to receive all data recorded since the project’s inception in 1999. 
• A project schedule for this season was set up, with site visits by individual team members to achieve 

maximum coverage. 
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Z. lepida larvae being attacked by braconid wasp (HSS)  Braconid wasp inserting eggs into Z. lepida eggs (SL) 
 

    
C. millari male on Cymbopogon sp. (HSS)   C. millari female nectaring on Gnidia calocephala (RFT) 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• During April – June 2015 observe the behaviour of C. millari adults and larvae in the field. 
• Conduct egg and larval counts at Entumeni in mid-May 2015. 
• Complete vegetation surveys at occupied and unoccupied sites and identify all plants sampled. 
• Carry out the vegetation analysis. 
• Continue to investigate likely looking grassland patches at Ngoye Forest and elsewhere. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR (R) 
 
 Travel   25 000 
 Accommodation    5 000 
 Soils analysis    5 000 
  
 TOTAL   35 000 

 

Hermann Staude/ Adrian Armstrong/ Dave Edge/ Wayne Forrester/ Sharon Louw/ Reinier Terblanche  
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Chrysoritis dicksoni (Dickson’s Strandveld Opal) 

Custodian: Dave Edge     Flight period: August & September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continued monitoring for adults – numbers reduced at Sandfontein (Area 1), but had recovered at 
Westfield site (Area 2). 

• All plant samples from vegetation surveys have now been identified by the Compton Herbarium; analysis 
of data has commenced. 

• Investigated scale insect occurrences at C. dicksoni colonies at Sandfontein and Westfield, accompanied 
by Prof Jan Giliomee of Stellenbosch University. Paper in preparation for publication this year. 

• Held project committee meeting (in August) with CapeNature, landowners and Stellenbosch University to 
review project progress and improve conservation efforts. Control of alien plants at Westfield and crop 
spraying in the area were high on the agenda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    Chrysoritis dicksoni female (Reinier Terblanche) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Prepare interim management plan for the Westfield sites (DAE) 
• Remove alien plants from C. dicksoni breeding colonies (RH) 
• Complete and publish paper on scale insect associations (DAE/JG). 
• Complete and publish a paper on the vegetation surveys (DAE). 
• Ant samples to be sent for identification to Afribugs (RFT). 
• Continue monitoring adult populations at Witsand sites (DAE). 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Alien plant removal   5 000 (with assistance from CapeNature) 

Travel     3 000 
 Accommodation    2 000 

Soils analysis    4 000 
 Ant identification    3 000 
  

 
TOTAL   17 000 
 
 
 

Dave Edge  
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Chrysoritis rileyi (Riley’s Opal) 

Custodian: Harald Selb     Flight period: September – April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Went to the Quaggaskloof locality with various collectors throughout the season, I did four trips there. 
• A gate has now been erected coming from the Villlersdorp side so access can now only be reached via the 

Brandvlei prison which is nice as it protects the place even more by restricting random access. 
• The last trip there in Feb 2015 with the Coetzers I noticed that Eskom had done some clearing under the 

power pylons as they keep the veldt short below them- for fire and earth shorts I assume. The immediate 
veldt to the west of the pylons (the epicenter of the locality) has also had some alien vegetation clearing 
done – this I think has taken place by correctional services itself. 

• The locality is in good condition just needs rain but all is fine there. The original locality I did not visit nor 
the locality to the west of the Brandvlei dam. I will try and investigate those 2 places in spring to see if 
they still occur there. 

• Overall all seems good in the Quaggaskloof Brandvlei prison locality and the extent of the area has got 
slightly larger due to alien clearing. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysoritis rileyi female upperside (Steve Woodhall)  Chrysoritis rileyi female underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Continue monitoring the Quaggaskloof locality and the population on the west side of the Brandvlei dam. 
• Investigate possible new locality on west side with pictures and GPS posted in the Virtual Museum. 
• Revisit to the type locality at the southern end of the Brandvlei dam to see if there has been any change. 
• Recalculate the extent of occurrence (EOO) and area of occupancy (AOO). 
• Identify a university student capable of doing life history and ecological research, possibly from 

Stellenbosch University. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR     (R) 
 
 Travel    3 500 
  
 TOTAL    3 500 

 

Harald Selb 
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Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi (Schlosz’s Opal) 

Custodian: Harald Selb     Flight period: October & March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Andrew and Len type visited the type locality that they saw none. 
• The last time I was there the problem may have been that I was there in the wrong flight time or the 

damage to the 2 peaks where they fly has been to extensive due to human activity – vegetation clearing 
for paragliders. I think it could be still there and this season I want to spend more time looking for it at 
different times of the year. 

• In September I did however go and look for it at the Piketberg where Len has caught some thysbe there 
which Alan Heath says answer to schloszi. I found none but maybe the adults were not out then. 

• Andrew caught some thysbe on a mountain near Aurora 2 years ago which also answers closely to schloszi 
according to Alan Heath. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi male upperside (Steve Woodhall) Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi male underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Investigate the Piketberg site this year during September to November. Obtain specimens and DNA 
samples. 

• Continue to monitor the type locality en route to Piketberg. 
• Visit Andrew’s Aurora locality and get some specimens and DNA samples. 
• Identify other possible sites using Google Earth. 
• Gain the cooperation of the farmer (landowner) and possible assistance with searching. 
• Establish a local project committee with the support of the Swartland Municipality. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR       (R) 
 
 Travel    7 000 
    
 TOTAL    7 000 

 

Harald Selb 
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Dingana fraterna (Stoffberg Widow) 

Custodian: Graham Henning     Flight period: early October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Repeated visits to the type locality have not recorded any specimens since 2002. 
• Searches have been conducted to find other colonies. The location of potential sites was based on the 

similarities of topography, aspect and vegetation to that of the type locality. One site, near the township 
of Dindela, South Africa (25⁰03′S; 29⁰46′E; 1860 m a.s.l.),  46 km N of the type locality was identified as a 
potential site. 

• The butterfly was rediscovered on the 20 October 2014 by James Lawrence at this site. A total of 17 
D. fraterna were observed on this day, all initially limited to an area of roughly one hectare. A further two 
visits were made to the site at two weekly intervals, and the butterfly was found to be more widespread 
over the south facing mountain slope. A total of 48 butterflies were observed over the three visits, with the 
last individual (a worn female) observed on the 15 November 2014. 

• Although based on limited observations at present, there are several differences between this newly 
discovered population and that of the type locality population. The new population flies later and with a 
longer flight period of the adult butterflies. The locality is also at a much higher elevation being at 1850m 
while the type locality is at 1680m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dingana fraterna female upperside (John Joannou)   Dingana fraterna female underside (John Joannou) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Members of LepSoc are currently breeding the early stages of this species. 
• Research to identify the important biotic and abiotic requirements of the adult butterflies. 
• As this butterfly is still only known from a single site, finding further colonies or suitable sites is a 

conservation priority. The short flight period and specialized habitat requirements of this species will make 
finding other colonies difficult although there are other more inaccessible localities to be investigated 
during the next flight period. 

• A reintroduction to the type locality is also being considered in the longer term. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Travel    3 000 
  
 TOTAL    3 000 

Graham Henning 
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Erikssonia edgei (Waterberg Copper) 

Custodians: Owen Garvie & Jeremy Dobson   Flight period: September - April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 
• Observations by Williams & Edge on 22 September 2014 confirmed that E. edgei had already emerged in 

early spring and about 20 freshly emerged males were observed at locality 2. The veld at BNR was burnt 
about 2–3 years ago, and the G. microcephala host plants were dead, but fresh green shoots were seen at 
the base of the plants, resprouting from the rootstock for the females to lay eggs thereon. 

• An article in Metamorphosis 25: 100-108 entitled “Research and conservation plan for the Waterberg 
Copper (Erikssonia edgei Gardiner & Terblanche, 2010) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) at the Bateleur Nature 
Reserve by Garvie, Dobson, Edge, Gardiner, Terblanche and Williams was published in October 2014.  

• Reinier Terblanche advised a Canadian film team on the making of a documentary on E. edgei and due care 
and respect for the locality was maintained throughout the process. 

• During the ongoing vegetation studies, at least 3 orchid species (one vulnerable species) were discovered 
by Reinier Terblanche near and at the butterfly habitats.  

• Reinier has completed the quantitative plant surveys both within and outside the breeding areas and is 
busy with analysing the results, to be completed by May 2015. 

• Field study of E. edgei larvae in April 2015 revealed that daytime feeding is more prevalent than previously 
thought on cloudy days, on both the known host plants. 

• Possible other areas for E. edgei at BNR were investigated but none were found. 
• The checklist of butterfly species observed at the BNR has increased to 109 species, with the addition of 

Metisella willemi (and several other species. 
• The checklist of plants at the BNR has now increased to over 200. 
• Limpopo Nature Conservation are aware of the butterfly and have visited the locality. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Population monitoring and phenology by the BNR staff needs to be put in place so that the phenology and 
population trends from year to year can be established accurately.  

• Well-targeted and selective soil sample survey will be undertaken this winter (June/July) with minimal 
interference to both locality 1 and 2. 

• Gyrocopter remote sensing (Company is on board to do this expensive exercise which could run into tens 
to hundreds of thousands of Rand, for free) (RFT to organise)  

• Continue regular visits to monitor E. edgei (RFT).  
• Provide input on controlled grass-burning this winter. Wouter Schreuders (BNR) and Paseka Ncholo (the 

landowner of the adjacent farm containing Colony 2) need best-practice guidelines on how to cut the high 
grass in Colony 1 using a tractor, which may disturb the ants. Should grazing by zebras be permitted, or 
encouraged? 

• Complete a detailed and adaptive ecological management plan 
(RFT).  

• Ongoing scientific publications reporting the results of the 
research (RFT).  

• Removal of large Eucalyptus trees near the habitat (BNR). 
• This and many other comparative studies still need to be 

completed in order to design and implement an effective 
conservation management plan for E. edgei.  
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   10 000 
 Soils analysis    6 000 
  

TOTAL   16 000          E. edgei larva attended by 15 Lepisiota ants (RFT) 
       
 
Owen Garvie/ Jeremy Dobson/ Reinier Terblanche 
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Kedestes barberae bunta (Barber’s False Bay Ranger) 
 
Custodian: Andrew Morton    Flight period: early September – mid October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• The original two populations at Strandfontein have been monitored and are still viable. 
• FBNR field ranger, Ismat Adams, has enrolled at UCT to do his Masters project on K. barberae bunta. He 

will be supervised by Mike Picker and Dave Edge. His project will encompass:  
• The mapping and quantification of quality and hydrological status of as many cottonwool grass 

(Imperata cylindrical) patches as possible, both where the Kedestes are present and absent. 
• The determination of other environmental variables such as temperature – since certain patches of 

cottonwool grass might form ideal microhabitats for Kedestes due to temperature.  
• The determination of Kedestes numbers using the monitoring protocol already developed.  
• The quantification of Kedestes predators at each cottonwool grass site.  
• The examination of Kedestes numbers over gradients of grass quality, hydrological status, 

temperature and predator numbers.  
• Captive breeding programme with the goal of re-establishing K. barbarae bunta into nature using 

findings drawn from investigation into their habitat requirements.  
• Cape Town Metro has erected a fence along Strandfontein Road to prevent people from dumping in the 

area and causing fires. This will go a long way towards protecting K. b. bunta’s habitat. 
• A project management committee is functional with participation from FBNR, LepSoc and Cape Town 

Metro. 
• Control of alien trees at the Strandfontein sites is ongoing, and the damage caused by the road widening 

was kept to a minimum. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Support the research project being carried out by Ismat. 
• Search for more populations and continue with monitoring 
• Continue with the removal and control of alien trees (FBNR). 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR        (R) 
 
 Travel       7 000 
 Chemical analysis of I. cylindrica leaves   4 000 
 GIS support      1 000 
 Student assistant for field work    2 000 
  
 TOTAL     14 000 
 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Orachrysops niobe (Brenton Blue) 

Custodian: Dave Edge    Flight period: November & February/ March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Population monitoring continued during flight periods and was at normal levels during November 2014 and 
February/ March 2015. 

• Reserve maintenance continued with regular path clearing. More Indigofera erecta plants were found in 
places where they had not previously occurred, and eggs were found on these plants. 

• Branches were removed from most of the candlewood trees in the reserve to increase the light under the 
trees and encourage more growth of I. erecta. A survey of all candlewoods was done to record the actions 
carried out and the current amount of I. erecta under each tree. This survey will be repeated each year. 

• The paths on the Uitzicht 216/81 property were maintained and the populations of I. erecta continued to 
increase. 

• Knysna Municipality approved a plan to transfer part of Uitzicht 216/81 and the public open space erf 542 
to CapeNature so that the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve can be expanded from 1.5 ha to 15 ha. Erf 542 
connects the original reserve with the Southern Right property (see below and pale green on the attached 
map) 

• Ant bait traps were set out in the original reserve, on Uitzicht 216/81, and at the Southern Right property 
at the eastern end of Steenbras Street, where a strong population of I. erecta had been found in their 
private open space. Camponotus baynei ants were found on all three properties, thus making it feasible to 
establish new butterfly populations. 

• With the approval of CapeNature, approx. fifty O. niobe eggs were collected during February 2015 and 33 
larvae survived to the end of the 2nd instar. 18 larvae were carefully placed onto host plants at Uitzicht 
216/81 and 15 at the Southern Right property. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Continue monitoring of the adult butterfly population and maintenance of the reserve. 
• Open up wider paths, remove shading trees, and expand the network of paths in the Uitzicht 216/81 

property. Establish nectar plants for the O. niobe adults such as Selago glomerata, Geranium incanum, 
Lobelia neglecta, Helichrysum cymosum and Felicia echinata. 

• Continue to propagate and establish new populations of I. erecta, both in the reserve and on the Uitzicht 
216/81 property. 

• Extend the existing paths in the original reserve eastwards into the adjacent public open space (erf 542) 
and relocate the eastern boundary fence so it delineates the boundary between erf 542 and the private 
properties to the south. 

• Commence elimination of alien trees from erf 542, with access from W K Grobler Drive and from the 
Southern Right property. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Reserve maintenance 18 000 (including expansion of path network into new areas) 
  
 TOTAL   18 000 

 

Dave Edge



14 
 



15 
 

Stygionympha dicksoni (Dickson’s Brown) 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball      Flight period: early September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Visited all the sites where the butterfly was last sighted, on the Tygerberg Hills and at the Kapokberg SW 
of Darling. 

• Although the habitat looked good at both sites, and there were numerous other satyrines, S. dicksoni was 
not found. 

• Visits on over 20 occasions to other potential sites in the south-western Cape did not turn up the insect. 
• It is now more than ten years since this butterfly was recorded by any lepidopterist. 

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

 
• Focus will again be on small pockets of Swartland Granite Renosterveld and Hopefield Sand Fynbos 

between the Tygerberg and Darling. 
• Will be on the lookout for the insect on all collecting other trips during the known flight period. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 
 

Jonathan Ball 
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Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Knysna Skolly) 

Custodians: Liz Bazin & Dave Edge    Flight period: December & January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• A fifth project committee meeting was held on 2nd December 2014 with participation from Pezula Golf 
Estate, Pezula Private Estate, Knysna Municipality, SANParks and LepSoc. 

• Population monitoring at Pezula showed a decline in numbers, whereas at the first coastal site near Coney 
Glen the numbers increased. 

• The littoral zone between Coney Glen and Sparrebosch was searched and two additional smaller colonies 
of T. brachycerus were found. 

• The littoral zone along the southern side of the Robberg peninsula was searched from Nelson’s Cave for a 
distance of about 750 m westwards, without success. 

• Suitable areas in the southern part of the Pezula Private Estate were also searched without success. 
Residents will continue searching during January/ February each year. 

• Liz Bazin and Dave Edge’s scientific paper on T. brachycerus was published in the international Journal of 
Insect Conservation. Analysis showed that whilst plant composition was not a critical factor, vegetation 
structure played a large role in creating suitable habitat, requiring areas of lower vegetation or bare ground 
and some dead plant matter. These areas provided safe, well insolated perches from which males could 
defend territories. 

• Pezula Private Estate have identified a large site where they want T. brachycerus to be introduced if 
investigations reveal that the ants and suitable vegetation structure is present. 

• A formicarium (captive ants’ nest) was established. Eggs were collected at the first Coney Glen site and 
when each larvae hatched (eight in all) it was introduced to the exercise arena of the formicarium, where 
ants were seen to interact with it before one picked it up in their jaws and took it into the nest. 

• The ant nests at the first coastal site (all under rocks) were surveyed and marked, with physical 
characteristics such as the size/ shape of the rocks, the substrate under the rocks, the condition of the ants’ 
nests (size and amount of brood), and the presence of scale insects being recorded. 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Continue regular management meetings with the owners of Pezula and others. 
• Continue monitoring of adult populations at all localities. 
• Search the littoral zone from Sparrebosch to the Noetzie river. 
• Continue the experiment of rearing T. brachycerus larvae in captivity. 
• Investigate nests of A. custodiens at the first Coney Glen site to try to locate larvae or pupae of T. 

brachycerus and record ant activity from September to December. 
• Further publicise the plight of the butterfly through local and national press. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Publicity (brochures) 2 000 

Travel   2 000
  
  
 TOTAL   4 000 

 

Liz Bazin & Dave Edge

 

Formicarium for rearing ant associated butterfly caterpillars 
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Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Scarce Table Mountain Copper) 

Custodians: John White & André Claassens    Flight period: January - April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• The Lion’s Head locality and the locality near Llandudno were visited but no T. m. malagrida were seen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Trimenia malagrida maryae male (Steve Woodhall)          Trimenia malagrida malagrida male underside (André Claassens) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• More searches will be conducted on the Lion’s Head and along the slopes of the Twelve Apostles above 
Llandudno (all SANParks property). 

• Establish a Project Committee for this butterfly with participation of Cape Town Metro and SANParks.  
• Publicise the plight of this butterfly through a brochure or in the press and possibly offer a reward for its 

rediscovery – SANParks staff patrol all their hiking trails and many hikers walk along the flanks of Table 
Mountain and if they know what it looks like someone may find it. 
 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Travel   1 000  
 Brochure production 2 000  
 
 TOTAL   3 000 

 

 

John White & André Claassens 
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Trimenia malagrida paarlensis (Paarl Mountain Copper) 

Custodians: Andrew Morton & Harald Selb   Flight period: December – March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Dave Edge, Fanie Rautenbach and Len McLeod visited the Perdeberg site on 14th February 2015 
• They accessed the mountain via Vondeling Wine Estate, through the Foundling House entrance, and 

permission was obtained from the Perberberg Sustainability Initiative to use the 4x4 track up the 
mountain. Reached top of mountain at 11.30am; first searched the east ridge, which looked like good 
Trimenia habitat (rocky, sparse vegetation, on hilltop or sloping to the west) but none were seen. 

• Fanie carried on to the south east summit but also had no luck. Dave took a track going downwards and 
north-west to a lower ridge, which also looked very good habitat but none seen. 

• 7 March 2015 
• Fanie explored the western side of Perdeberg (Sonkop area) on 7th March and had a good 3 to 4 hour look 

on that side. There were some promising areas, rocky with low vegetation, but no sign of any malagrida. 
He noted that there is another ridge on the far western side which also looks good. 

• The last sighting of T. m. paarlensis was by Andrew Morton and Harald Selb 6 years ago in mid-March. 
• The locality has been visited every year since without any more sightings. It is possible that some years 

the butterfly comes out earlier (January) or later (March) so at least three visits per year are necessary. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trimenia malagrida paarlensis female underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Make several visits to the Perdeberg during the known flight period and endeavour to locate the 
butterfly, searching a wider area. 

• Continue discussions with the Perdeberg Sustainability Initiative; obtain a mailing list and inform all their 
members about the butterfly so they can assist with locating and monitoring the butterfly. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR     (R) 
 
 Travel (4 site visits)  3 500  
  
 TOTAL    3 500 

 

 

Andrew Morton/ Fanie Rautenbach 
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Trimenia wallengrenii wallengrenii 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball     Flight period: September - November 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• Searches were conducted at the Kapokberg and the Contreberg near Darling in mid-September 2013, 
without success. 

• Another search, where the butterfly was recorded some 25 years ago, on the granitic hills north of 
Mamre, was also unsuccessful (October 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Trimenia wallengrenii gonnemoi  female upperside  (Steve Woodhall)  Trimenia w. gonnemoi  male underside (Steve Woodhall) 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Continue searching in the Mamre - Darling area 
• Enlist the support of the farmers (landowners) at the previous known haunts of the butterfly. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures. 

 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 
 

Jonathan Ball 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
Aloeides thyra orientis (Brenton Copper) 
 
Custodian: Dave Edge    Flight period: October/ November & Feb/ March 
 
PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 
 
• The three known colonies were monitored, but only the one on Uitzicht 106 had a stable population. 
• Contact was made with the NMMU honours student to see if she wanted to carry on with her research. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 
 
• Persuade the landowner to maintain the firebreaks. 
• Continue monitoring the other known localities. 
• Publish a paper on the A. t. orientis research. 
• More efforts to establish if there is a host plant. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR      (R) 
 
 Travel (site visits)   1 000 
 
 TOTAL    1 000 
 
 
 
Dave Edge 
 
 

 
 
Aloeides thyra orientis female underside Uitzicht 106 (H S Staude)  
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EXTINCT SPECIES 
 
Deloneura immaculata (Bashee River Buff) 
 
Custodian: Mark Williams      Flight period: unknown 
 
Type locality: Bashee River 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  
The custodian will fund his own costs.  
 
Lepidochrysops hypopolia (Morant’s Blue) 
 
Custodian: Kevin Cockburn     Flight period: unknown 
 
Type locality: Blue Bank, Ladysmith 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
R2 000 for travelling expenses 
 
Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni (Dickon’s Monkey Blue) 
 
Custodian: Jonathan Ball      Flight period: unknown 
 
Type locality:  Tygerberg Hills 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  
The custodian will fund his own costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATA DEFICIENT SPECIES 
TAXA    CUSTODIAN ISSUES    BUDGET  DETAILS 

Aloeides pallida littoralis   Dave Edge Taxonomy, DNA samples  R 8 000  Travel 

Chrysoritis thysbe mithras   Dave Edge Taxonomy, DNA samples    

Crudaria wykehami   Alan Heath Taxonomy, DNA samples 

Lepidochrysops penningtoni  Andrew Morton Taxonomy (DNA), distribution R 3 000  Travel 

Pseudonympha swanepoeli Ernest Pringle Taxonomy, DNA samples 

Thestor barbatus    Dave Edge Distribution   R 1 500  Travel 

Thestor dicksoni warreni  Andrew Morton Distribution    R 2 000  Travel 


