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ANNUAL REPORT – COREL PROGRAMME April 2015 – March 2016 

Introduction 

The COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera) programme, launched by the 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) in July 2010, has been adopted by the BBT as one of its projects. 
Custodians have now been appointed for 15 Critically Endangered (CE) taxa (species and subspecies); 3 
Endangered (EN) taxa; 1 Near Threatened (NT) taxon; 1 Rare (R) taxon; 3 Extinct (EX) taxa and 7 Data 
Deficient (DD) taxa, making 30 in all. This report summarises the activities carried out for each COREL 
taxon during the current financial year. 

Summary of main COREL achievements this year 

1) Life history of Alaena margaritacea (CE) published in Metamorphosis. Strength of both localities 
has improved. 

2) Good progress made on the Callioratis millari (CE) research project. 

3) Article on the ant and scale insect associations of Chrysoritis dicksoni (CE) published in 
Metamorphosis. New colony found much closer to village of Witsand. CapeNature are considering 
a proposal to enter into a contract nature reserve agreement with Stellenbosch University for the 
Westfield habitat of Chrysoritis dicksoni. 

4) Plan established for burning of part of the Erikssonia edgei (CE) habitats at the Bateleur Nature 
Reserve this winter. 

5) Valuable life history and ecological information gathered during the research project on Kedestes 
barberae bunta (CE). 

6) New locality discovered for Kedestes niveostriga schloszi (EN) at Bain’s Kloof.  

7) Knysna Municipality has stated their willingness to enter into a contract nature reserve 
agreement with CapeNature which would expand the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve from 1.5ha 
to 15ha. 
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BRENTON BLUE TRUST COREL PROGRAMME 

SUMMARY BY TAXON OF STATUS, EXPENDITURES SINCE INCEPTION, AND BUDGETS FOR 2016/2017

TAXON 
 PRIMARY 

CUSTODIAN STATUS 

LOCALITIES 
(brackets = not found) 

2012/ 
2013 

2013/ 
2014 

2014/ 
2015 2015/ 2016 2016/2017 

Actual Actual Actual Budget Actual 
Budget 

(* funded by 
custodian) No. Strength 

Alaena margaritacea Andre Coetzer CE 2 Good–reasonable 5 504 3 766 6 305 7 500 2 374   7 500 
Aloeides pallida littoralis Dave Edge DD(T) (1) None at type locality  8 996 8 867 8 000 3 525 6 000 
Aloeides thyra orientis Dave Edge EN 3 Reasonable    1 000 0 0 
Aloeides trimeni southeyae Dave Edge EN 3-4 Reasonable     1 166 1 800 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae Alan Gardiner CE 2 Reasonable    4 000  0 3 000 
Callioratis millari Hermann Staude CE 1 Weak 4 931 3 207 3 405 20 000 26 605 25 000 
Chrysoritis dicksoni Dave Edge CE 2 Reasonable 3 233 7 120 4 858 12 000 6 680  6 000 
Chrysoritis rileyi Harald Selb CE 3-4 Good 1 940   2 000 * 2 500 
Chrysoritis thysbe mithras Alan Heath DD(T) (1) None     0 2 000 
Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi Harald Selb CE (1) None    2 000 * 2 500 
Crudaria wykehami Alan Heath DD(T) 1 Good     0  
Deloneura immaculata Mark Williams EX 0 None     * * 
Dingana fraterna James Lawrence CE 1 Good (new locality)    3 000 4 727 8 500 
Erikssonia edgei Jeremy Dobson CE 2 Reasonable 1 198   10 000 7 351 20 000 
Kedestes barberae bunta Andrew Morton CE 2 Reasonable    8 000 13 770 14 000 
Kedestes niveostriga schloszi Andrew Morton EN 2 Good–poor (Greyton)      2 000 
Lepidochrysops hypopolia Kevin Cockburn EX 0 None    2 000 * 2 000 
Lepidochrysops littoralis Dave Edge NT 5-8 Good–poor     730 1 000 
Lepidochrysops m. dicksoni Jonathan Ball EX 0 None     * * 
Lepidochrysops outeniqua Dave Edge R(RR) 2 Poor–reasonable     1 904 2 500 
Lepidochrysops penningtoni Andrew Morton DD(T) 1 None at type locality    3 000 3 444 3 000 
Orachrysops niobe Dave Edge CE 1 Declining 3 500 1 736 12 059 15 000 9 125 15 000 
Pseudonympha swanepoeli Alan Gardiner DD(T) 1 ?      2 000 
Stygionympha dicksoni Jonathan Ball CE (1) None at type locality    * * * 
Thestor barbatus Dave Edge DD(D) 1 Weak   425 1 500 980 1 500 
Thestor brachycerus Dave Edge CE 3 Poor–good (coastal)  3 383 895 3 000 125 1 200 
Thestor dicksoni warreni Andrew Morton DD(D) 1 ?    2 000 1 300 3 000 
Trimenia m. malagrida John White CE (1) None at type locality    3 000 0 3 500 
Trimenia m. paarlensis Andrew Morton CE (1) None  2 808 3 355 3 500 0 2 500 
Trimenia w. wallengrenii Jonathan Ball CE (1) None    * * * 

TOTALS     20 305 31 016 40 169 110 000 83 806 138 000 
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Alaena margaritacea (Wolkberg Zulu) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: André Coetzer 

Flight period: December and January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Published article in Metamorphosis “Life history and conservation status of Alaena margaritacea” 

• Type locality (29th Dec 2015, 1st Jan 2016) 
 More than 30 specimens were seen. 
 The population did not seem to be affected by the drought, nor by the fire from the previous season. 
 Centre of the colony has moved lower down, to the area where the fence joins with the forest 
 Confirmed that the type locality is NOT on Jaap Mare’s farm.  The fence divides the property, and the 

butterflies are on the forestry side 
 Met farmer who owns adjacent property.  Showed him and his family the butterflies, and they are 

sure they have seen them at the following coordinates, which looks promising on Google 
Earth.  (23°58'46.80"S; 29°53'21.61"E) 

• Boshoff locality (31st Dec 2015) 
 While we don’t yet know the full extent of the colony, we have a much better understanding now. 
 It appears as if the butterflies are rather widespread but concentrated in smaller colonies, some of 

which appear quite strong but very localised. 
 See the attached map showing track walked and specimens seen. 
 

  

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Walk down the entire ridge at the new (Boshoff) locality, establishing whether the butterfly flies in a 
much larger area – possibly even into Bewaarkloof Nature Reserve 

• Get the lichens identified, so that we can optimise the search effort. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   4 500 
 Accommodation  1 500 
 Lichen identification 1 500 

TOTAL   7 500 
 

André Coetzer  
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Aloeides pallida littoralis (Coastal Giant Copper) – Data Deficient (Taxonomy) 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: October/ November – December, maybe January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• The objective of this investigation is to obtain DNA samples of all the coastal populations of Aloeides 
pallida and other populations further inland in the southern Cape to resolve the taxonomic uncertainty 
surrounding this taxon. To this end DNA samples from the Kammanassie (ssp jonathani), eastern 
Baviaanskloof (Bergplaas) (ssp liversidgei), the Swartberg Mountains and Du Toit’s Kloof, Garcia’s Pass 
(ssp grandis) had already been obtained.  

• Searched the original type locality on the Eastern Heads at Knysna on the Woodbourne Farm but could 
not find any specimens for DNA analysis. 

• Visited the locality at Still Bay (stated as another type locality by the describers Tite & Dickson) but unable 
to secure any specimens for DNA analysis. 

• Obtained DNA samples for the populations at The Lakes, Sedgefield and Destiny Africa, George, but failed 
to find any specimens of the population recorded at Hoogekraal near Glentana. 

• Tried to obtain DNA samples for the Nature’s Valley, Witelsbos and Kareedouw Pass populations (ssp 
juno) without success. 

• Obtained DNA samples from the Kleinmond, Kogelsberg and Kogel Bay populations of Aloeides pallida. 
• Obtained DNA samples of the Matjiesfontein population in the western Baviaanskloof. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue searching for specimens of the coastal populations of Aloeides pallida subspecies at localities 
such as Plettenburg Bay and De Hoop. 

• Continue searching for populations of inland Aloeides pallida. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
(R) 

 Travel   6 000 
 TOTAL   6 000 
 
 
Dave Edge 
 
 
Aloeides thyra orientis (Eastern Red Copper) – Endangered 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: October/November; February/ March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Research was conducted by a BSc student from NMMU (Saasveld) campus a few years ago, but did not 
lead to any definite information about the life history except that the eggs are laid in the soil at the base 
of various plants. Ants found in association with A. t. orientis were in the genus Lepisiota. 

• Continued to monitor the populations on the Brenton Peninsular, but only two of the previously known 
six populations could be found. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Contact the NMMU student again and persuade her to publish her data. 
• Continue monitoring the known populations and try to find some more. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

No funding required because the localities are all close to the custodian’s home. 

 

Dave Edge 
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Aloeides trimeni southeyae (Southey’s Copper) – Endangered 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: unknown 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Concentrated on trying to find the population at Hartenbosheuwels near Mossel Bay. Made two visits 
without success. 

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue searching for the Hartenbosheuwels population. 
• Visit the other known localities between Mossel Bay and Albertinia and confirm that the taxon is still 

found there. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   1 800 
 TOTAL   1 800 
 

Dave Edge 

 

 

 

Anthene crawshayi juanitae (Juanita’s Hairtail) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Alan Gardiner 

Flight period: unknown 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• It has been extremely dry this year so only did two trips to look for juanitae along the escarpment 
between Abel Erasmus and Legalameetse (no specimens seen, in fact very few butterflies in general 
seen). Did not think it was worthwhile doing anymore trips. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Monitor the strength and extent of the two known localities 
• Determine a more accurate flight period 
• Continuing exploration to find more populations 
• Obtain specimens of the Zimbabwe (nominate) subspecies for comparison and DNA extraction 
• Continue research into its life history and ecology 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   3 000 
 TOTAL   3 000 
 

 

Alan Gardiner 
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Callioratis millari (Millar’s Tiger Moth) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Hermann Staude 

Flight period: April - May 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• A research team has been set up with responsibilities as follows: 
S Louw (SL)  Egg and larval population monitoring 
R Terblanche (RFT) Vegetation structure and analysis; ecological studies  
H Staude (HSS)  Field observations of later instar larval behaviour 
W Forrester (WF)  Field observations of adult male and female behaviour 
A Armstrong (AA)  Habitat modelling and prediction of potential sites 
D Edge (DAE)  Field observations; team coordination and data custodian 
H du Toit (HdT)  Bird observations 

• A total of 24 field days were achieved by the team during the year.  
• Adult C. millari were observed in block 4 (1 male), block 2 (several females) and block 5 (1 female) between 

the period 27th March (1st male) and 1st May (last female sighting) 
• The principle nectar sources of C. millari adults were found to be Gnidia calocephala in block 4 and 

Rabdosiella calycina in block 2. 
• A guild of 12 butterflies with orange-reddish wing colouration were recorded feeding on these nectar plants 

and eight of these butterflies are known to be poisonous, which may lend protection to the C. millari adults. 
• Oviposition on  Setaria sphacelata var. sericea grass blades adjacent to the Stangeria plants was observed 

by DAE/ HdT/SL and found to be a significant proportion of the eggs laid in block 2 (26 out of 63 eggs laid). 
• Oviposition was recorded and the fate of eggs laid monitored over the period from 20th April to 15th May 

by SL and HSS. 
• C. millari larval searches were conducted by SL, HSS, DAE and AA during the period from 12th May to 26th 

August. Disappointingly few records of later instar larvae were made, and it was hypothesised that the 
larvae may diapause during the winter. 

• The ichneumonid wasps parasitizing Zerenopsis lepida were identified by the Plant Protection Research 
Institute as belonging to the subfamily Campopleginae and genus Casinaria. 

• An inventory was done by HdT of 15 insectivorous birds occurring at the ENR in blocks 2 and 4. 
• Observations were mainly made by RFT and HSS of adults and early stages of the rare cycad moth Veniliodes 

inflammata, which also uses Stangeris eriopus as a host plant. 
• A survey of the grass species growing around the Stangeria eriopus plants in blocks 2, 4 and 5 done by DAE 

found that Setaria sphacelata var. sericea and Aristida junciformis were the most abundant grass species. 
Over 40% of the C. millari eggs found were laid on blades of the first grass. 

• An inventory of important plant species present at the breeding areas of C. millari was produced by RFT. 
• A visit was made to the Ngoye Forest on 28th March 2015 but no C. millari were found. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Complete the vegetation surveys at occupied and unoccupied sites and identify all plants sampled. 
• During late March to early May 2016 observe the behaviour of C. millari adults 
• During September to December 2016 try to find later instar C. millari larvae in the field. 
• Conduct egg and larval counts at Entumeni in from early April to mid-May 2016. 
• Continue to investigate likely looking grassland patches at Ngoye Forest and elsewhere. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel   14 000 
 Accommodation    6 000 
 Soils analysis    5 000 
 TOTAL   25 000 
 

 

Hermann Staude  
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Chrysoritis dicksoni (Dickson’s Strandveld Opal) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: August & September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Following the field work at the Sandfontein and Westfield localities a paper on the ant and scale insect 
associations of C. dicksoni was published in Metamorphosis with co-author Prof Jan Giliomee of 
Stellenbosch University. 

• All plant samples from the vegetation surveys have now been identified by the Compton Herbarium; 
analysis of the data has been completed and the draft of an article on the vegetation associations of C. 
dicksoni has been done. 

• Continued monitoring for adults – numbers have stabilised at Sandfontein and another colony was found 
further west. At Westfield the south-westernmost colony has strengthened considerably. 

• Clearing of aliens from an area of 1.6 ha at the most important Westfield butterfly colony was completed 
during June 2015. 

• A new locality for C. dicksoni was found much closer to Witsand by Glen McLean, raising the possibility 
that more localities can be found between Witsand and the Westfiedl farm. 

• Discussions have been held with CapeNature regarding the establishment of a contract nature reserve for 
the entire Westfield area where C. dicksoni occurs (c. 66 ha). A presentation will be made to their 
Stewardship Committee on the 15th April 2016. 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Attend the CapeNature Stewardship Committee on 15th April to motivate the establishment of a contract 
nature reserve. 

• Complete and publish the paper on the vegetation surveys. 
• Carry out alien clearing of at least another 18 ha on the Westfield farm. 
• Continue monitoring of adult populations at all the known sites during August and September. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel     4 000 
 Accommodation    2 000 

TOTAL     6 000 
 
 
 

Dave Edge  
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Chrysoritis rileyi (Riley’s Opal) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Harald Selb 

Flight period: September – April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• As a result of an injury to the custodian, the localities have not been visited this year at all. 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue monitoring the Quaggaskloof locality and the population on the west side of the Brandvlei dam. 
• Investigate possible new locality on west side from pictures and GPS posted in the Virtual Museum. 
• Revisit the type locality at the southern end of the Brandvlei dam to see if there has been any change. 
• Recalculate the extent of occurrence (EOO) and area of occupancy (AOO). 
• Correctional Services to be asked to do alien clearing at the Quaggaskloof site. 
• Identify a university student capable of doing life history and ecological research, possibly from Cape 

Town or Stellenbosch University. 
 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel    2 500 
 TOTAL    2 500 
 

Harald Selb 

 

 

Chrysoritis thysbe mithras – Data Deficient (Taxonomy) 

Custodian: Alan Heath 

Flight period: September – November 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Contacted researcher at Harvard and found that no progress had been made with publication of the 
results of the phylogenetic study on the genus Chrysoritis. 

• Despite several searches by Dave Edge, no specimens of this taxon have come to light. Seems more and 
more likely that it has become extinct at the Brenton type locality. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 
 

• Continue searching for the butterfly on the Brenton peninsula. 
• Endeavour to locate it by a couple of visits to the Still Bay locality which is also a type locality designated 

by Ernest Pringle. 
• Keep chasing up Harvard to at least release the preliminary findings of the phylogenetic research. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel    2 000 
 TOTAL    2 000 
 
 

Alan Heath 
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Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi (Schlosz’s Opal) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Harald Selb 

Flight period: October & March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Piketberg locality visited in April, looks good but very small area, none seen. 
• As a result of an injury to the custodian, no further searches were possible. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Investigate the Piketberg site thoroughly this year during September to November. 
• Keep checking out type locality en route to Piketberg. 
• Identify other possible sites using Google Earth. 
• Gain the cooperation of the farmer (landowner) and possible assistance with searching. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel    2 500 
 TOTAL    2 500 
 

Harald Selb 
 
 
Crudaria wykehami (Wykeham’s Grey) – Data Deficient (Taxonomy) 

Custodian: Alan Heath 

Flight period: September – December 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• There is a problem with the type locality of this butterfly, which was given in the description as Teekloof 
Pass near Fraserburg. However, repeated visits to this locality by several experts have not turned up more 
specimens. It appears that the single male specimen was actually caught at Huntly Glen where the 
collector (C Wykeham) was a few days before. The female described by the author actually turned out to 
be a female of C. capensis. 

• No progress. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• A redescription of this taxon needs to be done, describing the Huntly Glen population, and identifying 
other populations in the area. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

No expenditure is foreseen 

Alan Heath 

 
 
Deloneura immaculata (Bashee River Buff) – Extinct 
 
Custodian: Mark Williams 
Flight period: Unknown 

PROGRESS REPORT 

Several searches in the lower Bashee river area have not yielded any specimens. Searches will continue this year. 
The custodian will fund these expenses. 
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Mark Wiliams  
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Dingana fraterna (Stoffberg Widow) – Critically Endangered 

Custodians: James Lawrence/ Graham Henning 

Flight period: early October–mid November 

 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• After disappearing from the Stoffberg type locality the butterfly was rediscovered at Dindela in Limpopo 
on 20th October 2014, and a total of 17 adults were seen up until 15th November 2014. 

• The Dindela site was visited four times between 3rd–31st October 2015 and D. fraterna was recorded each 
time. 

• A monitoring (counting) protocol was established using transects and 31 butterflies were recorded during 
October 2015. 

• Behavioural studies on the butterflies commenced and roosting behaviour was quantified w.r.t. 
temperature and humidity. 

  
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Identify other volunteer researchers to assist with the research. 
• Continue population monitoring and revisit the type locality. 
• Search for more localities using Google Earth to focus searches. 
• Describe the Dindela and type localities (climate, vegetation, aspect, geology, other invertebrates) to 

improve understanding of the ecology of the butterfly. 
• Try again to raise the species from ovum to adult. 
• Identify possible threats at Dindela such as grazing and fire regimes. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
      (R) 
 Travel (3000 km)   8 500 
 TOTAL    8 500 
 

James Lawrence/ Graham Henning 
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Erikssonia edgei (Waterberg Copper) – Critically Endangered 

Custodians: Jeremy Dobson & Reinier Terblanche 

Flight period: September – April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Quantitative surveys and regular monitoring of adult populations were carried out over whole flight 
period (September –April), and will serve as a baseline for measuring the effects of fire on the habitat and 
the butterflies. 

• Number of adult consistently lower than in previous seasons. The severe and prolonged drought 
experienced during 2015 no doubt had an impact as did the deterioration of the veld condition because 
of the absence of fires. 

• Orange or yellow ‘day flying moths’ were sampled to investigate mimicry. 
• Detailed vegetation and habitat surveys were completed to record the ‘pre-burn’ vegetation. Census of 

host plants and tree species also done. 
• Identification of plant samples by experts such as John Manning well advanced. 
• Competition between the Lepisiota host ant of E.edgei and a Pheidole species was recorded at the host 

plant bases. This may be result of the drought conditions and could severely impact the butterfly‘s 
breeding success. 

• Meeting held at Bateleur NR on 11th March with all stakeholders present (including   Limpopo Nature 
Conservation and the Waterberg Conservancy) and detailed plan established for burning of part of the 
butterfly habitat during winter, using the services of fire professionals to ensure an effective and well 
contained burn. 

• Removal of the large Eucalyptus trees near the habitat has commenced. 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• After receipt of a formal quote from “Working on Fire” and if quote acceptable carry out the controlled 
burn of parts of the habitat, probably in mid-August. 

• Continue regular visits to monitor and record the effects of the veld burning project on the vegetation 
and butterfly populations (MCW, JCD, RFT). 

• Submit revised list of threatened/ protected butterfly species (including name changes) to Limpopo 
province (RFT). 

• Investigate the potential benefits and disadvantages of obtaining protected status for the Bateleur NR 
locality to be investigated (JCD/RFT).  

• A detailed and adaptive ecological management plan to be drafted, including the burning programme, 
when details are available (RFT). 

• Publish the results of the vegetation survey, host plants and ant surveys (RFT). 
• Well-targeted and selective soil sample survey to be done (soil scientist is still on board) (RFT to organise). 
• Gyrocopter remote sensing (Company is on board to do this expensive exercise which could run into tens 

to hundreds of thousands of Rand, for free) (RFT to organise) 
• Scientific publications to be completed reporting the results of the research to date (RFT). 
• Continued removal of large Eucalyptus trees near the habitat. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel     5 000 
 Soils analysis  10 000 
 Fire management  15 000 
 SUBTOTAL  30 000 

Less: Sponsor funding 10 000 
TOTAL BUDGET  20 000 
 

 

Jeremy Dobson/Reinier Terblanche 
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Kedestes barberae bunta (Barber’s False Bay Ranger) – Critically Endangered 

Custodians: Andrew Morton and Ismat Adams (researcher) 

Flight period: early September – mid October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• There are three skipper species using the same (grass) host plant (Imperata cylindrica) at the False Bay 
Nature Reserve (FBNR) – Kedestes barberae bunta (Kbb), Kedestes lenis lenis (Kll) and Pelopidas thrax 
inconspicua (Pti) 

• The total population counts at the FBNR were 27 Kbb and 105 Kll with Pti much scarcer. 
• Kbb prefers habitat furthest from human disturbances whereas Kll can coexist with such disturbances. 
• Nectar plant availability is very important for both Kbb and Kll. 
• Kbb prefers sparse, shorter grass around the fringes whereas Kll prefers denser, longer grass in the centre 

of patches. 
• All three species have been reared from eggs and we are now able to accurately distinguish the larvae 

from each species in the field. 
• Host plant leaves have been sampled from different microhabitats (dense v. sparse patches and varying 

soil moisture content and are being analysed for succulence and nitrogen content (a surrogate for 
nutritional value). 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Complete the laboratory analyses of the host plant leaf samples. 
• Monitor oviposition of Kbb (September) and Kll (December) to obtain egg counts again. 
• Conduct a larval survey during December and obtain more soil and leaf samples. 
• Perform multivariate analyses on all the known ecological factors for Kbb and Kll. 
• Write up the results for the MSc dissertation. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
        (R) 
 Travel     6 000 
 Field assistance    5 000 
 Nitrogen analyses   2 000 
 GIS software    1 000 
 TOTAL   14 000 
 

Andrew Morton (custodian) and Ismat Adams (researcher) 

   

Kedestes barberae bunta nectaring from Jordaaniella dubia  Kedestes barberae bunta laying an egg on Imperata cyndrica 
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Kedestes niveostriga schloszi (Greyton Dark Ranger) – Endangered 

Custodian: Andrew Morton 

Flight period: November – December 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• With the help of Mike Schlosz, discoverer of this subspecies, investigated its habitats around Greyton in 
November 2015 and managed to photograph one specimen. 

• Mike showed Andrew and Fanie the host plant Pennisetum macrourum (Riverbed Grass), which is key to 
finding this species. 

• Second visit later in November resulted in no further sightings around Greyton. Beginning to think we 
may have to raise this subspecies to “Critically Endangered”. 

• During a butterfly survey at the Bastiaanskloof private  nature reserve in Bain’s Kloof on 1st December 
found several colonies along the banks of the river where the host plant was growing. 

• Another visit ten days later found them beyond their prime, so the flight period must be short. 
 

     
 

Kedestes niveostriga schloszi (male)   Host plant of K. n. schloszi, Pennisetum macrourum
   
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Monitor and determine the extent of the K. n. schloszi populations in Bain’s Kloof. 
• Search for other localities at suitable habitats where the host plant is present, in the second half of 

November. 
• Find a suitable person to investigate the life history of this skipper – possibly Ismat Adams. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   2 000 
 TOTAL   2 000 
 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Lepidochrysops hypopolia (Morant’s Blue) – Extinct 

Custodian: Kevin Cockburn 

Flight period: Unknown, probably September – October 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Research has been conducted into the history of this species, described by Roland Trimen in 1887, from 
specimens taken by William Morant on 21st September, 1870 at “Blue Bank, near Drakensberg, north-
west Natal”, and “Potchefstroom District, Transvaal”. 

• Searches will concentrate on finding the insect in north-west Natal, since the area around Potchefstroom 
has been searched thoroughly by several generations of lepidopterists. 

• An exploratory visit to the area was made in spring 2015, but because of the drought the veld was very 
poor with no sign of the (assumed) host plant Ocimum obovatum. 

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• A week or two after the first good spring rains have fallen conduct searches, preferably in more remote 
areas where livestock grazing is not so prevalent. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   2 000 
 TOTAL   2 000 
 
 
Kevin Cockburn 
 
 
Lepidochrysops littoralis (Coastal Blue) – Near Threatened 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: October–November 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Obtained DNA samples of the Still Bay and Mossel Bay populations. 
• Secured the approval of the Mossel Bay Municipality for establishing a 4 ha butterfly reserve on their 

property above the new cemetery. 
• Monitored the MB populations. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue monitoring the MB populations, and other populations between MB and Vermaaklikheid. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  
       (R) 
 Travel   1 000 
 TOTAL   1 000 
 
 
Dave Edge 
 
 
Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni (Dickson’s Monkey Blue) – Extinct 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball 

Flight period: September–October 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue searching for this subspecies at suitable localities north of Cape Town. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

The custodian will cover the costs of the searches. 
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Lepidochrysops outeniqua (Outeniqua Blue) – Rare (Restricted Range) 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: mid October to mid January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Searched in the area around Avontuur for a new locality. 
• Visited the possible locality on the Montagu Pass near George and obtained specimens for DNA. 
• Captured a specimen seeming to be this species between Uniondale and the Baviaanskloof. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue searches for new localities of this species. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  

       (R) 
 Travel   2 500 
 TOTAL   2 500 
 

 

Dave Edge 

 

 

Lepidochrysops penningtoni (Pennington’s Blue) – Data Deficient (Taxonomy) 

Custodian: Andrew Morton 

Flight period: August/ September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Obtained specimens of a similar taxon in Namaqualand – sent away for DNA analysis. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• More visits to Namaqualand to search for this species. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  

       (R) 
 Travel   3 000 
 TOTAL   3 000 
 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Orachrysops niobe (Brenton Blue) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: November & February/ March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Population monitoring continued during flight periods but was at reduced levels during November 2014 
and February/ March 2015. 

• Reserve maintenance continued with regular path clearing and widening. More Indigofera erecta plants 
were found in places where they had not previously occurred, and eggs were found on these plants. 

• The paths on the Uitzicht 216/81 property were widened and the populations of I. erecta continued to 
increase. 

• Although Knysna Municipality approved a plan make part of Uitzicht 216/81 and the public open space erf 
542 a contract nature reserve CapeNature (CN) have been reluctant to commit to this because of budgetary 
constraints. Negotiations are continuing. 

• The 18 O. niobe larvae placed onto host plants at Uitzicht 216/81 and 15 at the Southern Right property 
during April 2015 did not result in any adults being seen at these places during November. 

• SANParks have arranged for the clearing of alien plants from erf 542 in April 2016, at no cost to the BBT or 
CN.  

 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue monitoring of the adult butterfly population and maintenance of the reserve. 
• Further expand the network of paths in the Uitzicht 216/81 property. Establish nectar plants for the O. 

niobe adults such as Selago glomerata, Geranium incanum, Lobelia neglecta, and Rhynchosia chrysoscias. 
• Continue to propagate and establish new populations of I. erecta, both in the reserve and on the Uitzicht 

216/81 property. 
• Extend the existing paths in the original reserve eastwards into the adjacent public open space (erf 542) 

and relocate the eastern boundary fence so it delineates the boundary between erf 542 and the private 
properties to the south. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  
       (R) 
 Reserve maintenance 15 000 
 TOTAL   15 000 
 
Dave Edge 
 
 
Pseudonympha swanepoeli (Swanepoel’s Brown) – Data Deficient (Taxonomy) 

Custodian: Alan Gardiner (assisted by Alf Curle and Ernest Pringle) 

Flight period: October and January–March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

Arrangements made to obtain DNA samples to determine the status of all similar populations to this 
taxon or its near relative P. varii. When this is complete prepare a paper revising the group. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

 Travelling costs  2 000 
 TOTAL   2 000 
 
 
 
Alan Gardiner 
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Stygionympha dicksoni (Dickson’s Brown) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball 

Flight period: early September 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Once again there has been no success in finding this butterfly. 
• It is now more than ten years since this butterfly was recorded by any lepidopterist. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Focus again on small pockets of Swartland Granite Renosterveld and Hopefield Sand Fynbos between the 
Tygerberg and Darling. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 

The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 

 
Jonathan Ball 
 
 
Thestor barbatus (Bearded Skolly) – Data Deficient (Distribution) 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: December/ January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Met the new owner of the land at type locality at Paardepoort near Herold, Alwyn Henning, and secured 
his permission to climb the mountain. 

• On 6th December went along the whole ridge from west to east to the original locality but found nothing. 
• The encroachment of alien plants (Hakea and Pine) all along the ridge and in the vicinity of the type 

locality was noted. 
• On 23rd December a small colony was found in the general area it was found before, near the top of the 

mountain. 
• Informed the owner about the alien plants and he agreed that something needs to be done. 
• Contacted Reley Bell, who is in charge of an alien clearing programme in this area, who agreed to assist. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Go to Paardepoort with Reley Bell and show him the alien problem. 
• Release biological control agents. 
• Obtain assistance from Working for Water to clear the standing aliens. 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR  
       (R) 
 Travelling costs  1 500 
 TOTAL   1 500 
 

Dave Edge
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Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Knysna Skolly) – Critically Endangered 

Custodian: Dave Edge 

Flight period: December & January 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• The experiment of rearing T. b. brachycerus larvae in captivity failed because no larvae survived through 
the winter and there was quite high mortality with the ants. 

• No project committee steering meeting was held during 2015 due to other commitments. 
• Conducted a thorough search at the Woodbourne Farm on the eastern Knysna Heads on 29th November 

where there used to be a number of T. b. brachycerus colonies but none found. 
• The population at the first Coney Glen coastal site was very strong (12-15 ♂ and 4-5 ♀) on 29th November. 

The previously marked ant nests were examined by lifting the rocks. Most nests seemed to have less ants 
and no T. b. brachycerus larvae were found. 
 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Resume regular management meetings with the owners of Pezula and others. 
• Continue monitoring of adult populations at all localities. 
• Search along the coastline between Sparrebosch and Noetzie for new colonies. 
• Continue to investigate ant nests during the winter months to find larvae. 
• Further publicise the plight of the butterfly through local and national press. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   1 200  
 TOTAL   1 200 
 

Dave Edge 
 
 
Thestor dicksoni warreni (Warren’s Skolly) – Data Deficient (Distribution) 

Custodian: Andrew Morton 

Flight period: March–April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Site visited on March 2016. Approximately 50 adults counted. 
• Range extended from west side of the R366 to the north and south sides of the R364. 
• Rather evenly distributed across this range. 
• Although no imminent threats are identified, the only know locality for this butterfly is on either side of a 

road. 
• Should there be an increase in traffic or a future road widening, the butterfly will be in danger. 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Other likely areas of occupancy away from the roads need to be searched during March-April 2017. 
• Other possible sites further afield to be identified and searched. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel (two trips)  3 000  
 TOTAL   3 000 

 

Andrew Morton 
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Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Scarce Table Mountain Copper) 

Custodian: John White 

Flight period: January–April 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2014/2015) 

• No progress has been made this year 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2015/2016) 

• Appoint a new custodian for this taxon. 
• Searches to be conducted on the Lion’s Head and along the slopes of the Twelve Apostles above 

Llandudno (all SANParks property). 
• Establish a Project Committee for this butterfly with participation of Cape Town Metro and SANParks.  
• Publicise the plight of this butterfly through a brochure or in the press and possibly offer a reward for its 

rediscovery – SANParks staff patrol all their hiking trails and many hikers walk along the flanks of Table 
Mountain and if they know what it looks like someone may find it. 
 

BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
       (R) 
 Travel   1 500  
 Brochure production 2 000  
 TOTAL   3 500 

 

John White 
 

 

Trimenia malagrida paarlensis (Paarl Mountain Copper) 

Custodian: Fanie Rautenbach/ Andrew Morton 

Flight period: December–March 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• No visits to the Paardeberg were possible this year. 
  

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Keep searching for the butterfly on the Paardeberg. 
• Hold discussions with the Paardeberg Conservancy; obtain a mailing list and inform all their members 

about the butterfly so they can assist with locating and monitoring the butterfly. 
• If the butterfly is found commence observations on behaviour and determine area of occupancy and 

estimate the population. 
• The last sighting of T. m. paarlensis was by Andrew Morton and Harald Selb 6 years ago in mid-March. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
        (R) 
 Travel (4 site visits)  2 500  
 TOTAL    2 500 
 

Fanie Rautenbach 
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Trimenia wallengrenii wallengrenii 

Custodian: Jonathan Ball 

Flight period: September - November 

PROGRESS THIS YEAR (2015/2016) 

• No success in searching for the taxon this year 

 PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR (2016/2017) 

• Continue searching in the Mamre - Darling area 
• Enlist the support of the farmers (landowners) at the previous known haunts of the butterfly. 
• Advertise the plight of the butterfly by producing and distributing brochures. 

 
BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
The custodian does not require any funding since he covers all these areas in the course of his other research. 
 

Jonathan Ball 


